
Grantmaking Guidelines 
Who is eligible for HNHfoundation funding?
Any public or private New Hampshire organization with tax exempt status is eligible for funding.  

What we do not fund
The following are generally not eligible for support:

• Biomedical research

• Capital campaigns

• Direct influencing of legislation

• Expenses already incurred

• Fundraising events

• Out of state projects that do not benefit New Hampshire

• Replacement of public or government funding

• Sectarian or religious programs

• Support for political activities

• International travel expenses

• �Organizations or projects that discriminate based on age, sex, religion, race, color, creed, 
sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, national or ethnic origin.

What is the process for submitting grant applications?
The HNHfoundation has an endowment committed to supporting high-quality and well-planned 
grant proposals that will advance its mission. Applicants may find it helpful to review the  
HNHfoundation Annual Reports to learn about previously funded projects. 

All applicants are required to submit a one-page Letter of Inquiry. The HNHfoundation will 
invite grant applications based on the Letter of Inquiry. Not all Letters of Inquiry receive an invitation 
to apply. 

If your Letter of Inquiry results in an invitation to apply, complete the Grant Application, Work 
Plan I or Work Plan II1, and Budget Form found on the HNHfoundation website under “Grant 
Center.” 

14 Dixon Avenue, Concord, New Hampshire 03301
Phone: 603-229-3260 • Fax: 603-229-3259
E-mail: info@hnhfoundation.org • applications@hnhfoundation.org • Web: www.hnhfoundation.org

1 Separate work plan templates are available for applications requesting <$10,000 and those requesting >$10,000.

http://www.hnhfoundation.org/resources/publications.html
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/LetterOfInquiry09-11.pdf
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/LetterOfInquiry09-11.pdf
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/GrantApplicationFINAL3.doc
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/WorkPlanIFINALCC.doc
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/WorkPlanIFINALCC.doc
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/WorkPlanIICCPB.doc
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/BudgetFormFINALCC.doc


Letters of Inquiry and Grant Applications must be sent via electronic mail (as a pdf or in 
WORD 1997–2004) by 4:00 p.m. on the due date to: applications@hnhfoundation.org and include 
“letter of inquiry” or “application” in the subject line. An email confirmation will be sent within 5 
business days following receipt of the document.

HNHfoundation goals
Consideration for funding is given only to requests that address at least one of the two  
HNHfoundation goals.

The HNHfoundation goals for 2009–2011 are:

1. To support initiatives to prevent childhood obesity.

2. �To increase the number of New Hampshire children who have access to health and dental 
insurance coverage.

Funding priorities 
In addition to addressing the HNHfoundation goals for 2009–2011, priority consideration will be 
given to applications that focus on: 

For goal 1 (see above)

• �Children up to age 5

• �Communities in quintiles four and five, as listed in the Kids Count NH Data Book 20082 

• �Activities linked to Head Start programs, child care centers, pre-schools, WIC agencies, and 
federally qualified community health centers

• �Pregnant women

For goal 2 (see above):

• �Pregnant women

• �Infants, children, and young adults up to age 18 

Criteria for funding
The HNHfoundation Grantmaking Committee reviews all applications and submits recommen-
dations for funding to the Board of Directors. In some cases, the Grantmaking Committee may 
determine that an outside review is required to provide an expert opinion for evaluating specific 
applications. 

To be considered, applications must:

• �Demonstrate support of the mission and vision of the HNHfoundation.

• �Address one of the two goals of the HNHfoundation. 

• �Comply with the expectations of the current HNHfoundation Application Guidelines. 

• �Demonstrate an understanding of the root causes of the need or problem for which funds 
are sought.

• �Present an issue that is compelling, and the need is supported by valid data. 

2 �Quintiles are defined by the Child Wellbeing Index, a summary of seven child opportunity indicators including family 
economic security, safety, health, and educational opportunity. Quintiles four and five are comprised of 68 towns across 
NH. The Kids Count NH Data Book 2008 can be found at http://www.childrennh.org/web/NH%20Kids%20Count%202008_
final%20Mar%2008.pdf

http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/LetterOfInquiry09-11.pdf
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/GrantApplicationFINAL3.doc
http://www.childrennh.org/web/NH%20Kids%20Count%202008_final%20Mar%2008.pdf
http://www.childrennh.org/web/NH%20Kids%20Count%202008_final%20Mar%2008.pdf


Applications meeting the above criteria will be evaluated based on the extent to which:

• �Projects result in or facilitate systemic change (e.g. policy, environmental, or cultural).

• �Projects are innovative, with potential for broad impact and measurable, long-term benefit. 

• �The funding request is reasonable based on the project description.

• �The applicant demonstrates capacity to meet the goal outcomes.

• �Projects compliment interventions identified in the Healthy Eating Active Living (HEAL) Action 
Plan for New Hampshire, www.healnh.org (for goal 1).

• �The work plan demonstrates realistic, measurable activities and/or outcomes. 

• �The evaluation plan (part of Work Plan II) demonstrates sound outcome indicators.

• �The project demonstrates sustainability beyond the funding cycle.

The 2009 grantmaking timeline is as follows:

	 Letter of Inquiry Due 	 Application Due 	 Notification Date 	 Start/Award Date

	 August 26	 October 15	 December 4	 January 1, 2010

Payment is contingent upon the availability of funds from the HNHfoundation.

Grant reporting requirements
All grantees are required to provide a progress and budget report within 30 days following the 
close of the grant period. 

http://www.healnh.org/
http://www.hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/WorkPlanIICCPB.doc


Application submission (a review and checklist)

If your Letter of Inquiry results in an invitation to apply, the following checklist will assist you 
with submission requirements:

If your funding request is under $10,000 you need to submit:

 Grant Application

 Budget Form

 Work Plan I

 Resume(s) for key project staff

 IRS exemption letter (copy) confirming applicant organization’s 501(c)(3) status

 Letter regarding Statement on Auditing Standards number 1123

 Most recent IRS Form 990

If your funding request is over $10,000 you need to submit:

 Grant Application

 Budget Form

 Work Plan II

 Resume(s) for key project staff

 IRS exemption letter (copy) confirming applicant organization’s 501(c)(3) status

 Letter regarding Statement on Auditing Standards number 1123

 Most recent IRS Form 990

Letters of Inquiry and Grant Applications, Budget Forms, and Work Plans must be sent via 
electronic mail (as a pdf or in WORD 1997-2004) by 4:00 p.m. on the due date to:  
applications@hnhfoundation.org and include “application” or “letter of inquiry” in the 
subject line. An email confirmation will be sent within 5 business days following receipt of  
the documents.

3 �This is a letter provided to your organization by your auditor/accountant with your annual audit. Please check with your 
auditor/accountant if you have questions.

http://hnhfoundation.org/grants/documents/LetterOfInquiry09-11.pdf

